History of Passaic Flooding
Flooding has long been a problem in the
Passaic River Basin . Since colonial times ,
floods have claimed lives and damaged
property. The growth of residential and
industrial development in recent years has
multiplied the threat of serious damages
and loss of life from flooding. More than
2.5 million people live in the basin (2000
census), and about 20,000 homes and
places of business lie in the Passaic River
floodplain.
The most severe flood , the "flood of record ,"
occurred in 1903, and more recent floods
in 1968, 1971 , 1972, 1973, two in 1975,
1984, 1992, 1999, 2005 , 2007 , 2010 and
2011 were sufficiently devastating to warrant
Federal Disaster declarations.
The U.S . Army Corps of Engineers has
proposed flood risk management projects
in the basin several times over the years,
including in 1939, 1948, 1962, 1969, 1972,
1973 and following the completion of the
Corps' most recent study in the 1980s. As
with the previous studies and recommended
solutions lack of public support prevented
the completion of major flood risk
management projects.
Currently, the Corps of Engineers, in
partnership with the state of New Jersey has
embarked on a reevaluation of that 1980s
study in order to identify the best, most
feasible plan to help manage flood risks for
residents of the Passaic River Basin.

Collaboration is Key
In the past, the Corps of Engineers has
partnered with the state of New Jersey
to study chronic flooding issues in the
Passaic River Basin but those studies
have not resulted in construction of a
comprehensive flood risk management
solution. There have been many reasons
for this, from discord between various
governing bodies to real estate issues to
environmental issues to cost concerns,
but the end result is always the same - a
stalled project resulting in no solution .
We need a collaborative effort with
complete support from local , state and
federal stakeholders.That means towns
within the basin that may have competing
interests must work together as partners.
Public officials must understand the
process, especially if a project is
authorized for construction , is a long one
and that as my colleague New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection
Commissioner Bob Martin said , "there
is no silver bullet" that will magically
stop flooding in the basin, especially not
overnight. It will take initiative and grit to
work collaboratively toward a complex
solution to provide viable flood risk
management options for the residents of
the Passaic River Basin.
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